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OBJECTIVES

➢ Understand the importance of providing pertinent text 
documentation

➢ Discuss the elements of quality text documentation

➢ Discuss which data items require text

➢ Review the expectations and rationale for text documentation 
from a quality reviewer’s perspective



➢ Text documentation is the foundation of a patient’s abstract 

because it provides the narrative backbone that supports 

and validates all coded data elements in a patient’s abstract.

➢ It ensures that the coded information is accurate, complete, 

and traceable back to the original medical record.

➢ It assures quality of data from the facility.

➢ Your text should briefly detail the patient’s cancer story.

➢ By having important and detailed text documentation, you 

should be able to abstract your case on the text alone. 

Why Is Text So Important?



Text Documentation Sources

NAACCR Data 
Standards and  Data 
Dictionary

State Reporting 
Guidelines

Organization 
requirements

Software 
requirements



Why is Text Essential?

➢ Supports coded values: Text explains and justifies the codes entered, especially in 
cases with unique or complex circumstances

➢ Supplements missing data: It fills in details not captured in coded fields, such as 
treatment plans, delays, or special circumstances.

➢ Verification: Without text, we cannot verify
• How the patient was diagnosed, staged or treated
• Class of Case
• Sequence Number

• Dates of Procedures



Text Supports Quality Control

➢ Quality Text:

➢ Please use appropriate NAACCR-approved abbreviations 

➢ Quality text addresses all coded data elements and clarifies any 
discrepancies

➢ Must be easy to read and comprehend.

➢ Quality Control:

➢ Complete and accurate text is a key data quality indicator and is heavily 
reviewed during audits and QC checks fcds.med.miami.edu.

➢ Case Review:

➢ It allows reviewers to reconstruct the patient’s cancer journey without 
re-reading the entire medical record.

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=f4a49a65ec9066e55ded34165824c6b5c0a503e14895f12113df690c8448caf2JmltdHM9MTc4NDY3ODQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=2a225cc2-54b8-6b3a-25fd-4afc551f6a3c&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9mY2RzLm1lZC5taWFtaS5lZHUvZG93bmxvYWRzL0RhdGFBY3F1aXNpdGlvbk1hbnVhbC9kYW0yMDI0LzQwJTIwQXBwZW5kaXglMjBMJTIwVGV4dCUyMERvY3VtZW50YXRpb24lMjBSZXF1aXJlbWVudHMlMjAyMDI0LnBkZg&ntb=1


NAACCR RECOMMENDED ABBREVIATIONS 



Key Components of Texting

Dates
Start date & end date

 

Description of 
Text

Who, what, or why?

Details, Missing 
Data, or Context
What was done?
Describe procedure, 
imaging, surgery, etc. 
Provide a summary of 
what is happening

“.

Detective Work: 
Extracting Info 
to Text
Pathology: Results, not a 
summary.
H&P: Summary of why pt 
is at the facility.



Key Components of Text Documentation 
According to NAACCR and FCDS guidelines, each text field should include the following:

•Dates:  Start and end dates in chronological order. If unknown, estimate date i.e., 
06/15/2024. 

•Location: Facility, Physician, or other location where the event occurred. 

•Description: What was done (procedure, test, treatment , or visit).

•Findings: Positive and negative results, extent of disease, histology, and staging.



Key Components of Text Documentation 
According to NAACCR and FCDS guidelines, each text field should include the following:

•Physician Interpretation: Any relevant physician statements supporting 
diagnosis or treatment 

•Treatment Plans: Even if not initiated, include any agents, dates, and details of any 

treatment that was initially planned. 

•Special Circumstances:  Delays, cancellations, patient history, or relocation affecting 

care.. 



Description of Text

*What was done?

*Describe the procedure, imaging, and/or surgery, etc.

*Summarize what is happening

*Minimal use of abbreviations -  Use NAACCR List for approved abbreviations

*Limited use of copy and pasting, 



APPENDIX L: 2026 FCDS TEXT
DOCUMENTATION REQUIREMENTS



Rationale for 
Text

• Utilized for Quality 

Control

• Justification of  coded 

values

• Documents supplemental 

information

• Helps facilitate tumor 

consolidation



TEXT DOCUMENTATION REQUIREMENT

Text documentation has always been a requirement.  It is 
not just an FCDS requirement; it is a federally mandated 
requirement.  It is an essential component of a complete 
electronic abstract and is heavily utilized for the following:
• Visual Editing / QC Review
• Record Consolidation / Validation of Data
• Other Central Registry Quality Control
• National Program Quality Control
• Research Studies
• Other Studies



DATA QUALITY ASSESSMENT

DATA QUALITY ASSESSMENT
• Data Validation
• Reabstracting Studies
• Visual Review

- Quality Control Sampling Reports (One of every 25th Record)
- Has become critical to Central Registry Operations 

• Edits and Edit Overrides (Forces
- Edits test the logical effects of coding rules
- Edit overrides (Forces) Allow unique case data to pass edits
• Quality Control Sampling Reports (One of every 25th Record)
• Critical to Central Registry Operations 



Problem Areas in Text Documentation
• Duplicate text in treatment area
• Too much text documentation
• Excessive abbreviations

• Coding nodes examined/nodes positive; scope regional lymph nodes surgery for 
FNA or other regional nodes (not distant nodes)

• Cases coded as “Unstaged” when clinical staging is clearly present
• No operative findings documented; only procedure 
• Pathology report findings not documented
• Race, Sex, Ethnicity, & History not coded 
• Text or stage is only coded to TNM; Summary Stage not coded
• Treatment recommended, treatment refused, or coded as 99

• Missing radiation treatment modality
• Tumor Markers



OCCUPATION & INDUSTRY TEXT

Occupation & Industry Text Fields
“Retired” should never be in these 

2 text fields. Please refer to this resource

for guidelines on Occupation & 

Industry

•  310 Usual Occupation

•  320 Usual Industry



NCRA INFORMATIONAL ABSTRACTS



IN SUMMARY 

• Text documentation is not just supplementary—it is the 
core that makes cancer registry abstracts reliable, 
auditable, and clinically meaningful. Properly structured, 
concise, and accurate text ensures that coded data is 
both correct and defensible.

• By having quality text documentation, you should be 
able to accurately recode an abstract by reviewing the 
text field documentation only. 

• In addition, the Field Coordinators will not have to send 
messages back and forth to the facility with questions 
and clarifications.  



Resources 

• Recommended Abbreviations for Abstractors

• https://www.naaccr.org/?s=abbreviations

• Evidence-Based Treatment Guidelines

• https://www.nccn.org/guidelines/category_1

• NCI Understanding Labs Test/Values

• https://www.cancer.gov/about-cancer/diagnosis-
staging/diagnosis

• NCI Physician Data Query

• https://www.cancer.gov/publications/pdq

• SEER RX Antineoplastic Drugs Database

• https://seer.cancer.gov/tools/seerrx/

https://www.naaccr.org/?s=abbreviations
https://www.naaccr.org/?s=abbreviations
https://www.nccn.org/guidelines/category_1
https://www.nccn.org/guidelines/category_1
https://www.cancer.gov/about-cancer/diagnosis-staging/diagnosis
https://www.cancer.gov/about-cancer/diagnosis-staging/diagnosis
https://www.cancer.gov/about-cancer/diagnosis-staging/diagnosis
https://www.cancer.gov/about-cancer/diagnosis-staging/diagnosis
https://www.cancer.gov/about-cancer/diagnosis-staging/diagnosis
https://www.cancer.gov/about-cancer/diagnosis-staging/diagnosis
https://www.cancer.gov/publications/pdq
https://www.cancer.gov/publications/pdq
https://seer.cancer.gov/tools/seerrx/
https://seer.cancer.gov/tools/seerrx/


References 

Surveillance, Epidemiology and End Results Program

https://seer.cancer.gov/

National Program of  Cancer Registries/CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/national-program-cancer-registries/about/index.html

The NAACCR Data Standards and Data Dictionary

https://apps.naaccr.org/data-dictionary/home

Florida Cancer Data Systems

https://fcds.med.miami.edu/inc/welcome.shtml
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Thank you

Q u e s t i o n s
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